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*****APPROVED January 25, 2012*****
Social Science Division Meeting
October 4th, 2011
5:05 p.m.
Imholte Hall, Room 109
Faculty in Attendance: Leslie Meek (Chair), Joseph Beaver, Cyrus Bina, Kent Blansett, Sheri Breen, Ed Brands,
Stephen Burks, Solomon Gashaw, Farah Gilanshah, Seung‐Ho Joo, Hsiang‐Wang Liu, Hiro Imai, Arne Kildegaard,
Nick Leonard, Elaine Nelson, Tammy Pannells, Heather Peters, Jeff Ratliff‐Crain, Jennifer Rothchild, Xiao Sheng,
Cheryl Stewart, Dennis Stewart, Marynel Ryan Van Zee, Karissa White, Xia Zhang
Student Representatives in Attendance: Ann Austin (Anth/Soc), Kristina Grundmanis (Psychology), Morgan
Turner (Political Science)
Faculty Excused Absences: Paula O’Loughlin, Harold Hinds, Jean McKenzie, Fred Wallace, Roland Guyotte,
Steve Gross, Kevin Stefanek, and Tom Johnson
Faculty on Leave: Donna Chollett, Rebecca Dean, Jennifer Deane, Tom Gausman, J. Brooks Jessup, Roger Rose
Student Representatives Excuse Absences: Stephen Harper (History)
Curriculum Committee Guests: Carol Cook and Clare Strand
Chair Meek called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m.
I.
Announcements/Updates
Social Science Student Representatives for the 2011‐2012 year are Ann Austin (Anthropology/Sociology), Jerry
Larson (Economics/Management), Stephen Harper (History), Morgan Turner (Political Science) and Kristina
Grundmanis (Psychology)
The next meeting will be for tenured faculty only. It will take place on November 3rd.
Deadlines for this upcoming year have been set. The deadline for applications for Imagine Funds is October
25th. November 4th is the deadline for applying for sabbatical leave. Teaching schedules for 2012 are due to be
turned in to Chair Leslie Meek by December 2nd.
II.
Approval of Minutes
Arne Kildegaard moved to approve the minutes from 8/18/11. The motion was seconded. A unanimous vote
approved the minutes.
III.
Curricular Changes
Chair Meek announced 2 history courses up for approval: Hist 3360 and Hist 3463. Meek inquired if this
change would slow students and if they would replace different courses. Marynel Ryan Van Zee, replied that
no, they would not. Jeff Ratliff‐Crain asked if Hist 3463 would greatly overlap with another course. Elaine
Nelson replied that it would not.
Meek also requested approval for the deletion of prerequisites and conditions of receiving credit for Psych
2411. Dennis Stewart explained that the old conditions and prerequisites would not work, given current
faculty. A motion was made and seconded to approve all three. All three were approved by unanimous vote.
Chair Leslie Meek announced that 5 new courses for Spring 2012 have also been provisionally approved.
IV.
General Education Requirements
Chair Meek announced that Carol Cook and Clare Strand would take notes on the evening’s meeting.
Meek announced that an accreditation entity has suggested that UMM should reevaluate General Education
Requirements. She explained that we want to be able to say that we have examined the current General

Education Requirements before accreditors return to the University. Meek suggested discussion of what
problems exist with current General Education Requirements, as well as what is working, what was redundant,
what needs to be changed, as well as the possibility that G.E.R.s need to be entirely revamped. Meek stated
that revamping G.E.R.s would require as long as 4 years and that it would be expensive.
Stephen Burks asked if any problems with G.E.R.s had been established in previous discussion. Arne
Kildegaard replied that the G.E.R.s have reduced the roles of advisors, so that they are not able to guide their
students to be more well‐rounded. Jeff Ratliff‐Crain suggested that the Global Village G.E.R. is difficult in its
grouping, that its purpose is unclear. Ratliff‐Crain suggested that the requirement simply be incorporated into
other parts of the G.E.R.s.
Chair Meek addressed attention to the graphs sent to faculty. The graphs showed how important students
view different G.E.R.s as well as how they would evaluate their achievement of these requirements. Heather
Peters expressed concern that students’ views of their achievement of G.E.R.s outranked their view of the
G.E.R.s’ importance. Peters also suggested that not all classes need to meet G.E.R.s because by the time a
student has reached certain higher level classes, they have already necessarily met the G.E.R.s in that field
through prerequisites. Jeff Ratliff‐Crain expressed his agreement. Ratliff‐Crain added that the G.E.R.s do
successfully reflect different areas of thought, rather than just different buildings.
Sheri Breen mentioned that the foreign language requirements are too low to ensure that students leave with
the ability to speak a second language. Breen suggested increasing the requirement to 2 full years. Steve
Burks suggested that given the financial situation in terms of enrollment, this should be possible. Seung‐Ho
Joo suggested increasing choices of world courses. Chair Meek informed those gathered that a new French
multilingual professor has been hired. Leslie Meek asked what classes are redundant. Joe Beaver mentioned
that many students are not prepared in basic math.
Chair Meek stated that many students rate courses of other divisions as very low in importance and their
achievements in these courses as low as well. Burks replied that at least the G.E.R.s are requiring students to
take these classes they otherwise might not. Meek mentioned that she had heard that incoming students are
not informed as to what a liberal arts education is. Ratliff‐Crain stressed that many students see G.E.R.s as
classes to test out of. Burks described another college’s method of teaching writing. Meek stressed the
amount of time many Psychology professors have had to put in to teaching their students basic writing skills.
Meek asked what needs to be maintained about the current system. Burks suggested that the breadth of
classes included in G.E.R.s must remain. Joseph Beaver stressed the importance of students taking classes in
other fields as a part of their G.E.R.s, rather than watered down classes classes designed for individuals of
different majors.
Meek asked how the problems can be solved. Burks stressed that the problems identified were the global
village G.E.R. and possibly college writing, math and foreign language. Peters suggested a service
learning/internship component be added to majors. Marynel asked if G.E.R.s can be met out of class. Meek
explained how some of them, especially performing arts, can be met with extra‐curriculars. Marynel
suggested that the ability of co‐curriculars to count for G.E.R.s should be expanded.
Meek asked student representatives to join the discussion. Ann Austin stated that the difficulty of meeting all
G.E.R.s varies by major. Kristina Grundmanis explained that many students put off G.E.R.s until their junior and
senior year. Meek stressed the importance of students taking G.E.R.s early in their education.
Leslie Meek asked those attending to email to her additional ideas.
A motion to adjourn was made and seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 p.m.
Minutes respectfully submitted by
Katie Wutchiett, Administrative Intern

